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Preface

The Asian African Legal Consultative Committee has proven its utility
as a forum for consultation and cooperation on some of the major issues
before the United Nations and has expanded, over a period of time, its activities
to include economic cooperation and international trade law.

Notwithstanding the small membership of the Organisation during the
initial period, it gathered momentum in the work of formulation of legal
principles and rendering of advisory opinions to its Member States which
almost immediately attracted the attention of the international community. The
Committee’s activities primarily as envisaged in its statutes, were directed
towards progressive development of international law, consideration of legal
problems referred to it by the Member States, follow-up of the work of the
International Law Commission and the United Nations.

Inspite of a being regional Organisation committed to the service of its
Member States, it has neverfollowed a policy of regionalism in isolation. This
has been a unique feature in the character of this organisation. Observers from
Non-member States are welcomed at its annual sessions from all over the
world including International Organisations. The participation of the other
regions in the deliberations of the sessions has proved to be beneficial not only
in drawing upon their expertise and experience but also in projecting the interest
of the Asian-African region within the broad framework of the international
community as a whole.

The Thirty-seventh Session of the AALCC was held in New Delhi,
India from 13th to 18th April, 1998. The Session was widely attended with
39 Member states, 15 Non-Members 11 Organisations including the UN,
and its Specialized Agencies. A Special Meeting on the Reservation to
Treaties was organised during this session and experts were invited to
participate and make presentations.




The present volume “Report and Selected Documents of the Thirty-
seventh Session (New Delhi, 1998)” is another contribution of the Asian African
Legal Consultative Committee towards achieving the aims and objectives of
the United Nations Decade of International Law.

Almost all the reserch papers prepared by the Secretariat for the New
Delhi Session along with the background information and the decisions adopted

have been exhaustively given in this publication.

To attain the objectives of encouraging study, dissemination and wider
appreciation of International Law, the Committee continues to print its research
oriented reports of its annual sessions. The emphasis in the work programme
of the UN Decade of International Law has encouraged the AALCC to
reproduce its papers on various subjects and issues which have a direct bearing

on current topics of International Law.

I would like to express my appreciation for the expertise shown by
my colleague Mr. Mohammad Reza DABIRI, the Deputy Secretary General
who was entrusted with this immense task. He has successfully executed
it with the poise which stems from dedication and directorial skills. With
the technical assistance and meticulous handling of compiling and proof-
checking jobs by Mrs. Neelam V. Mathur, the publication has been brought

out in record time.

Tang Chengyuan
Secretary General

New Delhi
1 March, 1999
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I. ASIAN-AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE

COMMITTEE
(i) Introduction

The Asian African Legal Consultative Committee was brought into
being in November 1956 by only seven Member States, i.e. Burma, Japan,
[ndia, Indonesia, Iraq, Sri Lanka and the United Arab Republic. With its
competence in the field of international law it has blossomed into a major
international organisation composed of the following membership of 44 States:
Bahrain, Bangladesh, China Cyprus, Egypt, Gambia, Ghana, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Republic of Korea, Kuwait, Libya, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somatia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania,
Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. Botswana is an
associate Member. Its activites have equally been expanded to serve as an
effective forum for Asian African co-operation on some of the major issues
before the United Nations as also in the field of economic relations. The impetus
provided by its annual sessions helped to strengthen the organisation even
further, as a uniting force between the countries of the two continents of Asia
and Africa. It is imperativé that such solidarity and co-operation would be
further strengthened in order to solidify further the role of the AALCC in
promoting the interests of developing countries in general and the Asian and
Affican countries in particular, through active participation in the process of
international legislation.

The Thirty-seventh regular Session of the AALCC was held in New
Delhi, India from 13 to 18 April 1998. The Session was attended by the
delegations of Member States, Non-member States, Observers,
Representatives of the United Nations, its subsidiary bodies and the Specialised
Agencies such as the International Law Commission, the UNEP, UNHCR
and UNESCO, other International and Regional Organisations such as the
Commonwealth Secretariat, UNIDROIT, OIC, Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development, Saudi Fund for Development, World Wide Fund for

Nature, Asian Committee for Peace, Solidarity and Human Rights.
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